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REMARKS 

Applicants thank the Examiner for his time during the telephone interview conducted on 
Wednesday, January 14, 2009 at 2PM. During the interview, the applicants and the examiner 
discussed the two references U.S. Patent No. 6,708,217 to Colson et al. and U.S. Patent No. 
6,798,084 to Gobel et al. During the interview no agreement was reached and the Examiner 
requested that the applicants file arguments in a response. 

Claims 1, 5-8, 12 and 16-21 remain for further consideration. No new matter has been 
added. The rejections shall be taken up in the order presented in the Official Action. 

1-2. Claims 1, 5-8, 12 and 16-21 currently stand rejected for allegedly being obvious in view 
of the combined subject matter disclosed in U.S. Patent 6,414,941 to Murakami (hereinafter 
"Murakami"), U.S. Patent 6,708,217 to Colson et al. (hereinafter "Colson") and U.S. Patent 
6,798,084 to Gobel et al. (hereinafter "Gobel"). 
Claim 1 

Claim 1 recites a motor vehicle Media Orientated Systems Transport data communication 
network. The network includes: 

"a ring bus; 

a plurality of multimedia units connected to the ring bus; and 
a wireless transceiver connected to the ring bus, where the wireless 
transceiver receives outgoing data from the ring bus and transforms the outgoing 
data to a wireless data format and transmits the transformed data, and receives 

incoming data and transforms the incoming data and provides transformed 
incoming data indicative thereof to the ring bus, where the incoming data is 
formatted as Bluetooth data." (cl. 1). 

The Official Action contends that Murakami teaches a ring bus and a plurality of muhimedia 
units connected to the ring bus. (Official Action, pg 2). Thereafter, the Action acknowledges that 



Harman.6470 

^''Murakami fails to specifically disclose a wireless transceiver connected to the ring bus, where 
the wireless transceiver receives outgoing data from the ring bus and transforms the outgoing 
data to a wireless data format and transmits the transformed data, and receives incoming data 
and transforms the incoming data and provides transformed incoming data indicative thereof to 
the ring bus." (Official Action, pg 2). The Action next contends that it would have been obvious 
to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Murakami with Colson, where Colson teaches the 
feature of " a wireless transceiver connected to the ring bus, where the wireless transceiver 
receives outgoing data from the ring bus and transforms the outgoing data to a wireless data 
format and transmits the transformed data, and receives incoming data and transforms the 
incoming data and provides transformed incoming data indicative thereof to the ring bus. . . ." (cl. 
1, emphasis added)(Official Action, pg 3). The Action further contends that it would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to combine Murakami and Colson with Gobel, where 
Gobel teaches the feature of ''where the incoming data is formatted as Bluetooth data." (cl. 
l)(Official Action, pg 3). Applicants respectfully disagree with this rejection and the 
aforementioned characterization of the combination of Murakami, Colson and Gobel. 

Gobel Is Not Proper Prior Art Under Section 103 

The PCT publication date of January 4, 2000 recited in U.S. Patent No. 6,798,084 to 
Gobel et al. is a misprint. Gobel was initially filed as a PCT on May 13, 2000. Therefore, it 
would have been impossible for the PCT publication of Gobel to be published on January 4, 
2000, several months before the PCT application was filed on May 13, 2000. The cover sheet of 
the U.S. Patent to Gobel has been reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 
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(57) ABSTRACT 

Networked vehicle communications system with front end 
unit, terminal which can be operated by a user and associ- 
ated application. A vehicle communications system having a 
databus and at least one front .end unit which is connected 
thereto and has a user-interface framework unit, having al 
lea.sl one terminal which can be operated by the user and is 
connected to the databus, and having at least one function- 
ality which is implemented in the system and can be 
executed with the participation of the front end unit and of 
the terminal. The implemented functionality is divided into 
a pan which communicates with the user-interface frame- 
work unit and has user-interface ends and into a functional 
component part which communicates with the user-interface 
end part on the one hand and with an application framework 
unit on the other. The user-interface end part is located in 
one front end unit, while the functional component part is 
also located there or in another front end unit or in a 
multi-purpo.sc platform unit which is also connected to the 
databus. 

3 Claims, 3 Drawing Sheets 
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Furtheraiore, the PCX publication WO 02/01261 explicitly recites that it was published on 
January 4, 2001, which is reproduced below for the Examiner's convenience. 
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[Forlsetzung avf der ndchslen Seile] 



The present application has a priority date of December 4, 2000, which is before the PCT 
publication date of Gobel. Thus, Gobel is not 35 U.S.C. §§ 102(a) or 102(b) prior art since 
Gobel was published after the priority date the present application. Further, according to MPEP 
1857.01, an international application may be used as prior art dating back to its filing date under 
35 U.S.C. §102(e) where it was 1) filed on or after November 29, 2000, 2) designated the United 
States, and 3) was published under PCT Article 21(2) in the English language. Thus, Gobel is 
not proper prior art under section 102(e) because it was published in German and it was filed on 
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May 13, 2000, which is before the November 29, 2000 PCX fiUng date. As a result, it is 
respectfully submitted that Gobel is not proper prior art under 35 U.S.C. §103. 

A Skilled Person Would Not Combine Murakami, Colson and the Subject Matter 
Taught in Gobel 

Murakami teaches that "[t]he present invention relates to a ring network supervisory 
system supervising the communication status of a ring network in which a plurality of nodes are 
interconnected in a ring so that data may be exchanged with each other via a ring-form 
transmission line.... Conventionally, a rins network in which a plurality of nodes are 
interconnected in a ring so that data may be exchanged with each other via a rins-form 
transmission line is known." (col. 1, lines 5-18, emphasis added). That is, Murakami teaches, as 
illustrated in FIGS. 1 and 4, the use of the ring network such that data is be communicated 
between each of the devices connected in the network through the interconnected nodes. 

In contrast, Colson teaches that "[/]« the vehicle environment, for example, multiple 
devices may be available with each capable of processing a different combination of text, image, 
and sound; however, these disparate devices are unlikely to be integrated into a single unit. 
Instead, the devices are likely to be physically separate special-purpose devices . Consequently, 
a Web browser cannot simply route the received content type(s) became those renders are not 
coupled together .... Accordingly, what is needed is a technique with which these devices can 
cooperate to render a multi-modal Web document.''' (col. 3, lines 21-30 and lines 47-49). Thus, 
Colson teaches a method to render a multi-modal Web document where the devices that render 
the multi-modal document are physically separate devices. That is, in contrast to Murakami, the 
devices are not configured in an interconnect ring network configuration. Specifically, Colson 
teaches: 
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"... Referring to FIG. 2, a Wdemux 220 is shown situated between the plurality of 
Web clients 201 (a facsimile machine), 202 (a vehicle dashboard display device), 
203 (an audio processor), 204 (a handheld mobile computer) and the network 230 
(which in this example is a wireless network).... 

The manner in which the present invention receives and demultiplexes 
(and then distributes) multi-modal document content will be now described with 
reference to an example. An outgoing HTTP request message is shown in FIG. 2 
as being generated by the handheld mobile computer 204 and transmitted 260a to 
the Wdemux 220 . The Wdemux 220 then forwards 260b this message to the 
network 230, which then forwards 260c the same message to a Web server 240.... 
Web server 240 retrieves the requested document, which for purposes of this 
example is assumed to be a multi-modal document, and returns 270a the 
document through the network 230 back 270b to the Wdemux 220. Wdemux 220, 
upon determining that the returned document is multi-modal, then consults a 
content registry (see element 300 of FIG. 3).... After locating entry 310 in content 
registry 300, where this entry specifies 312 the registered content handler 
(referred to equivalently herein as a "content renderer") for "text/ascii" 
documents 311, the Wdemux 220 then routes 270c this ASCII text to the fax 
machine 201 where it will be printed using the fax machine's existing circuitry .... 
Entry 320 specifies that the handler 322 for content type "text/html" 321 is the 
handheld computing device 204, and thus the Wdemux 220 routes 27 Of the HTML 
text to this device for rendering using the device 204' s HTML processor . Entry 
330 indicates, at element 332, that "image/gif 331 files are to be rendered by the 
dashboard display device 202. The Wdemux 220 will therefore route 27 Od the 
image to device 202. where it will be displayed to the user using device 202's 
existing imaj^e rendering functions . Finally, entry 340 of registry 300 indicates 
(see element 342) that "audio/wav" 341 content is to be rendered by the audio 
processor 203, and the Wdemux 220 will therefore route 27 Oe the sound file to 
processor 203 where it will be played for the user. " (col. 7, line 18 to col. 8, line 
14, emphasis added). 

Thus, according to a fair and proper reading of Colson, when a multi-modal document is returned 
to the Wdemux 220, the Wdemux 220 individually routes the text/ascii 311 portion to the 
facsimile 201, the text/html 321 portion to the handheld device 204, the image/gif 331 portion to 
the dashboard device 202 and the audio/wav 341 portion to the audio processor 203. That is, 
because each device 201- 204 is separately connected to the Wdemux 220, as illustrated in FIG. 2 
and described above, the Wdemux 220 routes device specific content separately to each device 
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needed to reproduce the multi-modal document. Therefore, if each device 201-204 was 
connected part of a ring network as taught in Murakami, each device could receive device 
specific content from the server 240, negating the need for the method taught in Coison. (See 
Colson, col. 3, lines 21-49). 

Furthermore, Colson fails to teach or suggest the feature of "a wireless transceiver 
connected to the ring bus..." (cl. 1). As discussed above, Colson teaches a separate connection 
between each device 201-204 and the Wdemux 220. (See col. 3, lines 21-49 and col. 7, line 18 
to col. 8, line 14). As illustrated in FIG. 2, lines 260a-c and 270a-f depict the communication 
(comm..) paths between the various elements of the system taught in Colson. As described 
above, a request is issued from the handheld computer 204 to the Wdemux 220 through the 
comm. path 260a. Upon receiving the multi-modal document from the web server 240, the 
Wdemux communicates device specific portions of the document separately to each device 201- 
204 through its respective comm. paths 270c-f Thus, Colson does not teach or suggest the 
feature of "a wireless transceiver connected to the ring bus...." (cl. 1). Additionally, Colson 
teaches away from using a ring network since Colson seeks to solve the distribution problem 
associated with multi-modal documents in a networks where the devices are physically separate / 
separately connected. (See col. 3, lines 21-49). That is, the invention taught in Colson would not 
be needed if Colson included a ring network because the Web server 240 could communicate 
device specific portions of the document directly to each device 201-204. 

It is respectftiUy submitted, for all of the foregoing reasons, that this rejection is improper 
and claim 1 is in form for allowance. 

Claims 5-7 

It is respectfiiUy submitted that this rejection is now moot since the claim from which 
claims 5-7 depend is patentable for at least the reasons set forth above. 

-13- 
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Claims 8 and 20 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 8 and 20 are patentable for at least the reason that a 
person of ordinary skill in the art would not combine Murakami and Gobel with Colson as set 
forth above with respect to claim 1 . 

Claim 12, 16 and 21 

It is respectfully submitted that claims 12, 16 and 21 are patentable for similar reasons as 
set forth above with respect to claim 1 . 
Claims 17-19 

It is respectfully submitted that this rejection is now moot since the claim from which 
claims 17-19 depend is patentable for at least the reasons set forth above. 

Reconsideration and allowance of claims 1, 5-8, 12 and 16-21 is respectfully requested. 
If a telephone interview could assist in the prosecution of this application, please call the 
undersigned attorney. 



Respectfully submitted , 




Patrick J. O'Shea 
Reg. No. 35,305 
O'Shea Getz P.C. 
1500 Main Street 



Springfield, MA 01 115 
(413) 731-3100, Ext. 102 
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